
2016 RHS/LRHS ALUMNI BANQUET 

May 27, 2017 

6:00 p.m. 

  

Welcome:  I am so glad that you all found your way back home! 

Would you please take your seats so that we may begin?  

We will start our evening with the traditional ringing of the 

bell followed by a moment of silence for deceased members, 

thoughts of those who were unable to join us this evening and, 

of course, our veterans.  May we please have the Ringing of the 

Bell? 

RINGING OF BELL-MOMENT OF SILENCE    

As we celebrate Memorial Day weekend, we would like to 

recognize any veterans in attendance.  Would you please stand 

and be recognized?  Thank you for your service.   



    As you can see, we achieved our goal of purchasing a new 

flag for Gilson Gym.  Thank you to all of our alumni members 

who donated money towards this cause including the Class of 

2016 and the Class of 2017.  We appreciate Ritzville School 

District’s maintenance staff who were able to hang the flag this 

spring.  At this time, if you could rise, we are going to dedicate 

the new flag:  In the name of Ritzville High School and Lind 

Ritzville High School Alumni Association, I dedicate these Colors 

in memory of our veterans.  May they fly perpetually as the 

emblem of the cause for which our country has fought and 

continues to fight.  Here is the Flag of our Country; safe within 

its folds is the freedom and fealty of our nation.   I dedicate 

these Colors to the purposes of Lind Ritzville High School, the 

communities of Lind and Ritzville, the state of Washington and 

the United States of America, and with them I dedicate this 



organization to the faithful service of our Nation, our people, 

and our Flag.  Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance and 

remain standing for our National Anthem. 

  

I pledge allegiance… 

  

At this time, we are going to sing the fight song 

accompanied by our musicians for the evening Tom McLain and 

Carl Eckhardt.  The words are printed in your program.  This is 

the original version that was written by Velda Klein Miller and 

Cynthia Heimbigner Langenheder both Class of 1950. 

You may be seated. 

    Welcome to the 5th annual alumni banquet for Lind 

Ritzville High School and the celebration of 107 years of 

graduates from Ritzville High School. That is a total of 112 years 



of Bronco graduates!   And as we all know, every day is a good 

day to be a Bronco. I am Donna Koch, a third generation Bronco 

from the class of 1982 and current president of the Alumni 

Association. I am just completing my 12th year teaching at Lind 

Ritzville High School.  The number 12 is significant as the day I 

began teaching for Ritzville School District was the first day of 

first grade for our graduating seniors. I have never spent a day 

at work that these students weren’t in school.  Next year will be 

a change for all of us.   Since the banquet last year, I have been 

thinking a lot about endings and beginnings. Together, we have 

celebrated the last summer league game, the last first day of 

school, the last day of practice, and the list goes on.  I don’t 

know if this reflection is due to age or because I will soon be an 

empty nester. A friend recently suggested that this reflection 

may be my way of reminding myself to be present in each 



moment. In 1978, Mr. Hurst had our freshman class calculate 

how old we would be in the year 2000 and at the time of our 

25th class reunion.  We were appalled at the numbers so we 

didn’t look beyond.  How did it get to be that we have been out 

of high school for 35 years?!! In 1978 we couldn’t even imagine 

being 35 years old.  And yet, that is how old I was when the 

members of the senior class were born.  When a child is born, 

you check for 10 fingers and 10 toes and then you calculate 

their year of graduation and how old you will be.  Eighteen 

years ago this was a lifetime away -- seniors, it was your 

lifetime.  Where did that time go? 

  

And with every year comes changes. This year Ritzville 

School district passed an 11 million dollar bond that will result 

in a complete remodel of the high school building.  The last 



significant construction to the current high school building 

happened during the summer of 1982 and there have been 

smaller updates since.  Construction will begin in the summer 

of 2018 and will take approximately a year so be sure to come 

visit the new improved school facility after we move in in the 

fall of 2019. 

Lind Ritzville High School is a school filled with 

diversity.  Among our senior class alone we have students 

whose addresses are Othello, Warden, Hatton, Lind, Washtucna 

and Ritzville.  But we are a school of tradition too.  Over one 

third of our student population have alumni parents and/or 

grandparents not to mention aunts, uncles and cousins.  These 

families have made a conscious effort to raise their children in 

the Lind Ritzville area based on the advantages that a small 

school and rural community can offer them.  I found it amazing 



this year that every single girl on the varsity basketball team 

had alumni parents from either Lind or Ritzville and all but 3 

had alumni grandparents.  That is many generations of Bronco 

pride! 

Tonight we are here to honor the silver diamond class of 

1917.  If you are a direct descendant of a member of the class 

of 1917, please stand.  We would also like to recognize Chet 

Templin Class of 1938.  That was 79 years ago -- amazing!We 

are glad you are here and we want to be like you some 

day!  We also honor the diamond class of 1942.  Sadly, no 

members of the 75 year class are in attendance tonight so if 

you are a direct descendant of a member of the class of 1942 

please stand.  

The fifty year class of 1967  has many members in 

attendance. Welcome to the many local members of the class 



and welcome home to those of you who traveled this weekend. 

You have been anticipating this weekend for the past 10 years, 

attending every banquet, so I hope you are enjoying your time 

together. The class of 1967 has always been there to support 

the alumni association.  You purchased chairs to guarantee a 

seat at the banquet and guess what, tonight you get to sit on 

the cushy chairs!  You were also instrumental in donating to the 

flag and someone keeps buying horses for the table 

decorations.  Although if the alumni would quit stealing them 

we wouldn’t have to keep replacing them! 

Welcome also to the 25 year class of 1992! I just am 

struggling with this time thing.  I get the math -- I can subtract 

1992 from 2017 but I just can’t understand how 25 years went 

by so fast.  I remember most of you as little kids and now you 

are parents to little and big kids.  I have even taught some of 



your children, nieces and nephews.  It is nice to see you here 

tonight.   

The class of 2017 is the 5th graduating class from Lind 

Ritzville High School.  They spent their first 7 years of school at 

Lind or Ritzville Grade Schools and joined together in 8th grade 

at the Lind Ritzville Middle School in Lind.  For the past 12 years 

they have been the smallest class in the school but they have 

had an impact on our school climate.  Their memory will live on 

in their accomplishments in athletics, academics and activities 

such as FFA, FBLA, STEM, Knowledge Bowl, and National Honor 

Society.  

Seniors, all of the alumni here tonight have sat where you 

are and felt excited to be graduating but terrified of the 

unknown.  And part of that is why they are all here tonight, 

because this is home and you can always come home again.  It 



is nice knowing that no matter where life leads you, the friends 

you grew up with who are your chosen family will still be there 

10, 25, or 50 plus years from now.  So thank you to all of the 

alumni members for showing the younger generations that 

being a Bronco is something special and we need to take time 

to honor our legacy.   

At this time, I would like to introduce the President of the 

class of 2017, the senior that I love the most, my daughter 

Tessa Jantz.   

Tessa speaks. 

Introduction of Toastmaster:  I now have the pleasure of 

introducing our Toastmaster for this evening, Margie Montague 

Gannon, class of 1967.  Margie graduated from Ritzville High 

School in 1967 and her sister Barbara graduated from Ritzville 

High School in 1972.   She attended Yakima Valley College before 



marrying and moving to San Diego where she eventually 

majored in sociology at San Diego State.  In 1974 Margie 

returned home to Ritzville as a single mom and attended Big 

Bend Community College on scholarship to earn a nursing 

degree.  In 1976 she moved to Spokane where she worked in 

community mental health and later for the state of Idaho in 

Family and Children’s Services, from where she later retired. 

      In 1979 Margie reconnected with RHS classmate Hugh 

Gannon.  They married and she moved to St. Maries, Idaho 

where she served as chairman of the school board for 14 

years.  Margie was also on the Idaho State School Board 

Executive Board and the Idaho High School Athletics Association 

and was able to attend the National School Board Conference in 

San Francisco and Chicago.  She currently remains on the 

Governor’s Education Task Force.  In 2016 she was elected to the 



St. Maries City Council where she serves on the Waste Water and 

Emergency Personnel Committees. Margie also serves on the 

Hospice Board, The Community Action Partnership for North 

Idaho and Volunteer Clinic in Benewah County.  Margie is an 

Elder in the Presbyterian Church and serves as lay pastor at 

times.  The Gannon family administers a St. Maries scholarship 

for graduates attending the University of Idaho.  Margie is a 4-H 

judge at their county fair and works with young people on the 

Ambassador program and government program as well as horse 

clinic. Even though retired, Margie continues to work some at 

the volunteer free clinic, doing reading groups at the library and 

substitute teaching.  She also volunteers at St. Anne’s in Spokane 

where her youngest grandson attends. 

Margie and Hugh have three children, Dustin, Brent and 

Annie, seven grandchildren and one great grandchild.  Margie 



and Hugh were foster parents for many years and in 2001 were 

named Foster Parents of the Year. Many of the children who 

lived with them still keep in touch and stop by to visit.  They 

spend much of their time attending athletic events and other 

events and programs their grandchildren are involved in which 

truly blesses their life. 

Please help me in welcoming our 2017 Toastmaster, 

Margie Montague Gannon. 

Margie SPEAKS 

Invocation:  Pat Reimers Wilson 

Buffet Dinner:  (Margie)  Tonight’s dinner has been carefully 

prepared by Classy Country Catering.  We thank them in 

advance for their wonderful food and hard work.  We will 

dismiss the head table first then follow with the Class of 2017, 

the Class of 1992 and then from my left to the right of the gym. 



If you need any assistance, please raise your hand and one of 

the servers will help you.  Please remember to take your 

banquet ticket with you. 

  

Introduction of Classes:         Kallie Harder  

The alumni board has decided that it is only right that we 

introduce not just alumni parents and grandparents who 

graduated from Ritzville, but also those who graduated from 

Lind as well since we are now Lind Ritzville High School.  When I 

call your name, would you please stand?  (At the end ask if you 

missed anyone.) 

Announcement of Scholarship Recipients:  Donna Koch 

    What more can I say?  Being a parent slash teacher has not 

been easy.  I have watched you grow up.  I have been with you 

for the big steps and watched you stumble. I have felt your 



heartache and rejoiced in your accomplishments.  We have 

laughed together and you have made me cry. Now it is time for 

you to go out and face the real world.  But you aren’t alone.  It 

is comforting to know that there are over 4000 alumni 

members who are willing to help guide you on your 

journey.  They are dedicated to your success and have 

contributed _______to assist you in your education. They are 

proud to know you as a Bronco and are awarding scholarships 

in the amount of $1000 to Chandler Widman, Erica Leffel, 

Felicia Ziemer, Kallie Harder and Tessa Jantz.  Please come 

forward and share with the alumni association your plans for 

next year. 

     

Thank yous:  Donna Koch 



At this time, I would like to thank the alumni board for all 

of the hard work and volunteer hours throughout the 

years.   Without these amazing people on the alumni board, my 

job would have been so much harder.  Everyone knows their 

responsibilities and follows through.  This year we have planned 

a banquet, bought a flag and created a new website.  The 

creativity, dedication and love that these members have for the 

alumni association is immeasurable.   Thank you from the 

bottom of my heart to Marsha Smith, Marilyn Sielaff, Stacey 

Schoessler, Del Schwisow, Thomas Pulliam, Darci Kennedy, 

Gwen Schaefer and Michele Kiesz. After 12 years on the board, 

it is time for me to devote my energy to different activities. 

Without all of your support, I wouldn’t have stuck around this 

long. 



Tom McLain and Carl Eckhardt, thank you for providing 

tonight’s music and adding your ideas to improve this year’s 

banquet. You definitely added to our evening.   

Thank you to the Lind Ritzville students who are serving 

here tonight. With all of the school and community activities 

this weekend it is getting harder to find kids who are available 

to help so I truly appreciate those who could be here. Their 

English teachers actually bribed them with extra credit so 

maybe I should thank them!  One day soon you will get to sit at 

the middle table and then we will have to find new volunteers. 

Thank you again to Ritzville School District and the 

maintenance crew. They allow us to use the facility, help cover 

the floors, move the chairs, etc.  A special thanks to my 

students who get volunteered for banquet set up every 

year.  This job is so much easier because of all the extra hands.   



Thank you to our toastmaster, Margie Gannon. We 

appreciate you being with us tonight and sharing your stories.   

Please don’t feel slighted if I didn’t mention your 

name.  Many people work in the background to make this 

evening and the entire association continue.  Please know that 

your efforts are noticed and appreciated.  

This is the part of the banquet that the seniors are 

thankful is finally here and that is hard for parents and me. 

Tonight begins the last week of activities for the senior 

class.  We are all saying “finally.”   There were moments when 

you were younger that I wasn’t sure if you were going to make 

it through middle school, let alone graduate.  But you all grew 

up and matured and I am so proud of you.  And after 12 years 

the time has come to move on.  And as you move on, I will 

adjust to not having you around.  I might even have moments 



when I miss you.  Someday you may miss LRS… Thank you for 

12 years of memories, for beginnings and endings. Go out in 

the world now and be happy, be healthy, be good, and be safe 

...Enjoy a lifetime of firsts. 

To the rest of the alumni, I think the words of this old song 

best epitomizes the spirit of the Ritzville and Lind/Ritzville 

Alumni Associations and why we keep showing up every 

Memorial Day weekend for the past 112 years:  

Hey, old friend 

What d'ya say, old friend? 

Are you okay, old friend? 

are we or aren’t we unique? 

Time goes by 

Everything else keeps changing 

You and I, we can 



Continue next week. 

Most friends fade 

Or they don't make the grade 

New ones are quickly made 

And in a pinch, sure, they'll do 

But us, old friend 

What's to discuss, old friend? 

Here's to us, who's like us? 

Damn few… 

Thank you for letting me be your president.  It has 

been quite an adventure.  And now it’s time to follow 

another path less traveled.  Forever and always, Go 

Broncos! 

Closing by Toastmaster:  



Have Margie announce that people are welcome to stay 

and visit, but that we will be clearing and removing the tables 

and chairs immediately after the banquet. 

We will end the evening with the playing of TAPS. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 


